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 On 31
st
 January, a team of Higher officials from the United States Department of State 

and the United Nations visited the Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher 

Education for Women with the objective of fostering and strengthening international academic 

collaboration. The meeting was honoured by the presence of the Chancellor of the Institute,      

Dr T. S. K. Meenakshisundaram; the Vice Chancellor, Dr V. Bharathi Harishankar; the 

Registrar, Dr S. Kowsalya; Dr P. Lalitha, the Director of the Research and Development Cell, the 

Deans of various Schools, Directors of different research centers, and Head of the Departments 

and members of the organising committee.  

 The meeting began at around 9:45 am by invoking the blessings of the Almighty and with 

a note of tribute to the founders of the Institute through devotional and institutional songs by the 

members of the Department of Music. The Registrar, Dr S. Kowsalya, welcomed the gathering. 

This was followed by a presentation, titled “Quality Progress Towards Excellence,” by Dr V.  

Bharathi Harishankar, the Vice Chancellor.  The presentation showcased the genesis and growth 

of the institute; its vision, mission and core values; and emphasized the various courses offered 

by the university, infrastructural facilities, technology enriched learning, library and other 

campus facilities, extension and outreach activities (NSS, CSS and NCC) sports amenities, club 

activities and institutional accolades. She also highlighted the presence of a vibrant research 

culture among the Avinashilingam fraternity and the facilities offered for research including the 

centralised facilities for research, domain-specific laboratories, ongoing research projects, 

research publications and research/innovation awards. The brief presentation gave the chief 

guests an overview of the history and significance of the Institute in the contemporary Higher 

Education domain in India.   

 Following the presentation, the chief guests spoke about their objectives of the meeting 

and about the potential and possibilities of international academic collaboration. Mr. Bryan 



Gerhard, the Senior Partnership Advisor to the US Department of State, spoke about facilitating 

student exchange programmes between the US educational sector and the institute, which would 

empower them to emerge as women with powerful voices and as community leaders. Ms. Aditi 

Arora, the India Director for GirlUp (an initiative of the UN), stressed on the need for increasing 

the presence and representation of women in STEAM academics and workforce, exposure to 

STEM careers, developing healthy networks of mentorship and guidance, developing critical 

skills and aligning STEM skills with the Sustainable Development Goals. Mr. Scott Hartman, 

Officer from the US Consulate in Chennai, emphasized on the need to enhance the representation 

of women in workforce and in equipping them with critical technological and entrepreneurial 

skills. He also discussed the objectives of the US Consulate in Chennai, the US Education 

Mission in India, and about strengthening the existing collaboration between the Institute and the 

Consulate. The chief guests appreciated the accolades of the Institute and its commitment 

towards the vision and mission of its founders. The meeting came to an end at around 11 am.    

Dr P. Lalitha, the Director of the Research and Development Cell, proposed the formal vote of 

thanks. The meeting was thus a reflection of the global academic fraternity’s commitment 

towards women empowerment and academic pursuit of excellence, an initiative for charting out 

new ways of international collaboration and a platform for identifying novel avenues for 

facilitating the attainment of social-economic development.  
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9.00-9.05 am Prayer  

9.05-9.15 am Welcome and Honoring Guests 
Dr.S.Kowsalya 
Registrar 

9.15-9.40am Presentation of AVINUTY activities 
Dr.Bharathi Harishankar 
Vice Chancellor 

9.40-10.00am Interaction with Internal members  
and Vote of Thanks 

10.00-10.15am High Tea 
10.15-10.18am Hi-tech hall to second floor 

Watch window display of Textile and 
RM department 

10.18-10.21am Walk to Prof.CNR Rao Research Centre 



10.21-10.30am Visit to Prof.CNR Rao Research Centre  
10.30-10.35am Visit to Ayya Mandapam 
10.35-10.45am Visit to CMLI 
11.00-11.30am  Travel to Campus II 
11.30am-12.30pm  Campus II Visit 
12.30-1.00pm Travel to Campus I 
1.00-1.30pm Lunch at Guest House and Exit meeting  
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